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St. James ch. 3. v. 14. 16. If you have bitter Zeal, Yinu Tngds 
and Strife in your Hearts, glory not, and. lye not againſt the 
Truth. For where Z;al ( im) and Strife it, there is Sedz- | 
tion, ( drdlaveriz) andevery Evil Work, 
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Tothe Right Honourable Lovyence, Earl of Rocheſter, Sir 

. Jebn Erle, Chancellour, and Under Treaſurer of the Ex- * 
chequer.. Sir Edward Dearing, Sidney Godolphin, Elq; Sir 
Stephen Fox. The Lords, Commiſſioners of his. Majeſty's 


Treaſury. | 
My Lords, 


T i au Aſperſion caſt peculiarly on our County, by « Diotre- 
phes of t FaQtion, That the Growth of P ry among 


us, is for want of an able Minifry to Inftrutt and Settle 
the People. A Saggefon, thy Fanatical, (4.e.) it wants 
both Charity aud Truth. The firſt ; Pn who learnt the Detra- 
Qor to blemiſh the Reputation of Perſons, whoſe Abilities he « 
«ltogether unacquainted with, And for the latter, there bath 
more Converts been gained te the Church, within theſe left fue 
Years, than the Ky for Catholicks hath opened the Heart of. 
But the Sollicitations which yewr Honour, we hope, will favos- 
rebly admit, in behalf of ſome Convict Recuſants, who having 
Legally joywed our Communion, labour #0 be diſcharged from the 
Exchequer, will be 4 mere ample Confutation of ſo Infamous a 
Scandal, than anything 1 can expett to Offer. 

And for this my preſent Eſſay, 1 foreſee it will be conſtrued r4- 
ther an incour aging, than weakening of the Papi For though 
there would he wo ſuch Fatal Stroak wito the Tripple Crown, as 
ous ugiting in the Bond of Peace ; which is my Prager as well 4 
Province. Tet, when ever we deſign to reduce theſe 
Sheep anto their Folds, they exclaim, as if we were giving 1 
gence for Reaſts of Prey to Forage. Reputing it the of 
good Shepherd, to be always in pur ſuit of Wolves, not conſideri 
that in his abſence the ninety nine may go aſtray, and periſh in t 
Wilderneſs. | | 

| dud _ more need to projet this Union, than at thi Seaſon, 
when the Sheep have exchang'd with the Wolf,their Cloathing, for 
his Ravenage, and we are expord to a much danger from the 
Sword of the Lord, in the hand of the Saints, as that of Peter's in 
his degenerated Succeſſors. 

The juſt Apprehenſion of theſe Fears (which by Vertue of my 
Code, Trake my ſelf obliged as much to obviate, as any other) foge- 
ner 


< 
Y 


ther with a proſpect of that Advantage which their Adherenc 
would afford againſt th: Common Enemy, gave Being to this Dit- 
ſwafive from Contention. Mhich 1 :ztreat the Diſſenters, wh? 
ſhallbe pleaſed to read it, toperuſe with ſomething more Coolneſs, 
than their Brethren Auditors who heard tt. For the Calumnies 
they ſpread, and the Miſchief they deſizned me for it ( as if they 
meant to let us underſtand, they were [2 little Edifyed by our Cor- 
reptions,that,lf theRighteons ſhould {mite them,they would not 
take it for a Kzndzeſs, nor allow of his Reproof to be healing, as 
anexcellentOyl;but the rather grievoms,as what doth break their 
Head. T his conſtrained me in my own Vindication, as well as for 
the Benefit of others ; who by their ſapercilions Cenſures, were pre- 
Judged in their Opinions about it, and by that means prevented 
from the hearing of it, to ſend theſe Papers on'theTtineration, in 
the Rooms of their Maſter. And 1 humbly beſeech your Lordſhips 
to favour it with a ProteCtion ; for ther, though it may chance ty 
feel, it will not fear their Obloquies. 
Is Duty, no leſs thaw Prudence, was Tbound to ſeek a SanfQtua- 
ry under the Umbrage of your Honour, from whoſe Influence theſe 
our Labours are ankind: and our Induſtry animated. For we du- 
ly value our ſelves as thoſe happy —— the Countenancing of whom, 
your Lordſhips do reſolve to convince the World, how falſly and unju#tly 
our Diſſenting Brethren Propheſy of the Regreſs of Popery. | 
| My Lords, ths Provident Eſtabliſhment, of which, your Honours be 
the Guardians, foundedby the late Queen Elizabeth, of happ Memory, 
iz the only Relique of that. mature Deliberation, which by our firtt Refor- 
mers was fonndthe bet Expedient to propagate the Goſpel. I mean, 
the Commanding their. Megjeities Chaplains to Itinerate the Kingdom, 
end in their reſpettive Diviſions, to Preach the Reformation. Which, 
bow ſacceſsful. it was, the Event demon#trated. 
© ' Thouphwe-confeſs vnr ſelves minch their, Inferiours Fer Ability, we are 
unwilling, to be thought behind them in our Duty. And therefore, in 
all dit Gratitude athnowledge your Loxdihips GenerousCandor on ſo 'Cha- 
ritable a Settlement, and ſs good a Work:; Whom to Revere as our Patrojis, 
& the Ambition of, | 
oy _ +, -», MyLords,: | 
Your Honours moſt Humble Clent;* ' 
and obſcquious- Servant . 
. Agchary Taylor. 
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PROV. 17. V. 14. 


The beginning of Strife is as when one letteth out 
Water : therefore leave off Contention before it 
be meddled with. 


P——mnAHAT there are Diviſions among us 
needs our Lamentation more than 
>| Proof : and a Rupture lo vilible, 
requires a Healing Hand, more than 
a Weeping Eye. ; 
My Deſign therefore is, to invite 
all thoſe, that are the Sos of Peace, 
to Peace and Unity, Uniformity and 
Charity,by expoſing the Dreadful Conſequences of nimo- 
ſities and Diviſions: and by admoniſhing them of lome 
Waſting Impieties, which are the Inleparable Adjunis of 


their Separation. For when they apprehend the Gui/r, we 
A may - 


© Þ 


may hope they will be wiſe enough to avoid the —_ 


Our Saviour gives us this Charatteriſtick to diſtinguiſh of 
Fae Proponte Tou ſball know them by their Fruits, Mat. 7. 
x6.” 3c, by ſuch Emergenciesas are the natural EffeRs of 
their Principles, or unreproved PraCtices. The common 
Effects, I ſay, for acknowledge it (and I wiſh our Bre- 
thren would doſo to) an injuſtice tocharge Impicty up- 
on a Party, which neither favour it by their Poſitions, nor 
connive at it in the Execution, But where the Fruit i 
Evil, the Tree muſt be Corrupt, Mat. 12.33- And what 
the Guilt of our Diſſentions are, unto that FaCtion that 
foment them, will appear in the Diſcuſſing of this Apho- 
riſme. The begianin {eu bc. . 

The Words are 3 Diffwaſive from Diſſention, and b 
—— the Original, Progreſs and EtteCt thereof, ad- 
viſe us to leave off Contenticn before it grow T umultuous,. 

| which is the Importance of our Trarſla- 
|, Y220m 929. tion, Before it be meddled with; For itis 
miſceat fb | Trem. Not properly Contention, till the adverſe 
| | Party meddelsor joyneth Tflue, till there 
be, what the Original implies, 4 reciprocation of the Quar- 
rel; that it Ferment and grow Impetuous, For, 

I.. Tho the Original be, But as the letting out of Water, 
which init felf is a ſmall and trivial thing, and may be 
done by Unwarineſs and Imprudence; yet inthe cloſe, it 
may become no leſs pernitious, than if it were willful and 
adviſed ; For, | Y, 

2; Inthe Progreſs,paſſage being made, it ſpreads alike ; 
The Slucecut, or the Flood: gates drawn, onwhat occaſi- 
on-ſoever, givesequal Liberty to the Violence of: the Cur- 
rent, which, Tp 

3-. In the Event is fatal, may overflow, and Deluge the 
Country z and ſo Theodotion renders it, 'ATo/or vſng,. The 
beoinning of Strife is an Inundation of Waters. 

- Tſhallnot infiſt upon.the Propriety of the Holy Spirits 
reſembling SeFs and Parties unto a Confluence of Waters ; 
| . nor 


— 
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S 
nor the Madyeſs of the People, to the Ragine of the Sea. 
Pfal. 89. 9. but apply my lelt, 

1. Toenquire into the Original of our Diviſions, which 
being like the Letting out of Water, a trival, and inconſide- 
rate Aftion (for I would have rhe Charity to believe, that 
our Difference was no deſign of Malice) 1mplies the mat- 
to be light and ſmall of litte moment, or 
importance. And ſo indeed it is. We Urterum horum, 
are agreed as tothe Subſtance of Religion, 
and our Brethren Glory, that they can Adam on the Short 
prove their DotFrine by the Authority of Cat. 
our Articles and Homilies. They come 
nearer yet ; and acknowledge, T hat 
they may Communicate with our Churches, Mr. Nye. 
without fin ; and as God ſaid of his People 
ſo we, 0h that there was ſuch an heart in them | Deut. 5. 29. 
Indeed occaſionally they can joyn our Communion, but is 
not this an evidence agamſt them ; or doth not the Peace 
of Chriſt's Church oblige us conſtantly to adhere, to what 
occaſionaly we cancomply with. 

Whence then come our Diviſions. Dear my God! that 
Chriſt body ſhould berent and torn upon ſuch poore pre- 
tence. The Quarrel is De /ana Caprina, even in the literal 
ſenſe about Habits and Veſtments, Whether a Cloke be not 
more Decent 12 the worſhip of God then a Gowz, or Sur- 

lce.! 

Whether it be not greater ſcandal to zee! at the Com- 
munion with the Papiſt, then fit, or lean as doth their Head 
the Pope ? 

Whether Set Forms of Prayer compoſed to the mind of 
Holy Scripture have not as fair a Claim unto the Spirit as 
unpremeditated Exten;porary Effuſtons ? 

Whether a Z/t»7zy in which the People bear a part 
( whence it is call'd the Common Prayer, being performed it 
Common, by the Flock, and I ) be not a Worſbip, full 

2 as 


(4) 


as-Edifying, as that which may betray men to the ſarrey+ 
- tion of Wandring thoughts,, having no Office to recall 
their Roving mind, but what concludes the laſt, Amer: 


Whetherit be a $uper-erog ation.of. Devotion, to ſet apart - 


and conſecrate ſome Common Dayes to the Worſhip of God, 
in which we may Commemorate what was therin tranſaQ. 
ed, the more Eminent inſtances of the Myſtery of our Re- 
. demption ? 
Whether the Religious Education of Infants, may not be 
rudently ſecured, b _—_ Parents to provide Spor- 
= ; either to Rebuke their negligence, if themſelves ſhould 
be ſlack, or ſupply their Office, becauſe they.are Mortal ? 

Whether Confirmation, the Laying on of Hands, or the 
Bleſſing of the Biſhop, upon the Confeſhion of a Novices Faith, 
be not an Advantagious Expedient for the Grounding Youth, 
in the Princeples ot the True Religion ? 

Whether the Signing Infants with the Croſs in Baptiſon, 
can make us more. Super/titios than others, whoſe Averſion 
looks, as tho they were aſhamed of the Croſs of Chriſt? 

In ſhort, Whether the Communicating with the Primz- 
tiveCbriſtians, in ſuch Rites, and Ceremonies, as they duly 
praQtiſed before the See of Rome uſurped upon the Weſtern 
Church : can be a Symbolizins with the preſent Papacy ? Or 
if you pleaſe, 

Whether the abuſe of things ia themſelves moſt Signrfe- 
cant, be a ſufficient reaſon to rejef their Uſe? 

Theſe, and ſuch as theſe are the things, which make- 
men ſhun our Communion, Flock into Conventicles, and 
Divide into FaCtions. Theſe were the beginings of that. 
Rreach, now grown into an open, and a dreadful Schiſm, 
And is the Peace of Chriſt Church ſo meer a Cypher that 
men may be excuſed, who are leſs tender of- it, then 
tenacious of their own Opinions. One of the laſt Legacies 
that Chriſt bequeathed unto his Church was Peace, my 
Seace Tleave with you, my Peace 1. give unto.you Joh. 14. 27.. 

| One 
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One of the laſt Prayers, that he offered to his Father was 
for Unity, Holy Father keep them, That they may be one as we 
are one, Joh. 11. The firſt deſcriptcion, that you meet: 
with of the Church ; is taken trom her Mniformity, and 
her Diſciples Unaminity Att. 2. 42. & C. 4. 32. Such 
Inclinations hath the Religion, Chriſt came to ſettle unto. 
Peace and Unity, that it 15 moſt Emphatically tiled, The 
Goſpel of Peace ; Ephe. 6. 16. The Titk thathe bears, is,, 
The Princeof Peace, lai. 9.6. TheMa- | 
jeſty we Wotſhip is the Goa, the Lord, 2 Theſ. 3.16. 
the Kjng of Peace. Diſciples, the Sous Rom. 15. 13. 
of Peace. _— and Miniſters, the rs Te _ 
Ambaſſadors, the Counſellors of Peace. —_ = bene 
Ina word,ſo important, this Duty, that 7/7; 24, -.. 
God doth ſeem, as if he need to promiſe 


- to his Church no more, than to make her Officers- Peace, . 


Iſai. 60. 17. Nor did the Apoſtles know to pray for more, . 
then the Peace of God; {0 large a Bleſsing, that it doth paſs 
all Vnaer ſtanding, Phil. 4. 7. And can there be a Zealot- 
that would unravel all this, fruſtrate God's Promiſe, and: 
diſpence with this Chriſtian Duty ; for the Sake of a few 
Rites, and little Ceremonies. I am ſorry, that we have oc- 
caſion to lament. there ſhould be ſuch :- But rather, then. 


: refleft on their Infirmity; I ſhall intreat their Devotion, to 


joyn with us, in Praying for the Peace of Jeruſalem, Pat. 
22, 6, For alas ! though we have diſcourſt it long enough ;. 
we have had-no better Succeſs,. then what the Pfalni/t 
complaines.off; For when we laboured for Peace, and ſpoke 
unto them thereof, they made themſelves ready for Battle, Þ\al. 
120. 7. which, how they have promoted comes to be con+ 
ſidered under. | 


2. The Progreſs .of theſe Diviſions, . Uz veris addere falſa 
gzaudet,et e minimo ſua 


| which Spread like Water, ſpeediy, and Fer yertivia acſcit. 


dangerouſly. What that may be, the 


! common Noiſe will tell you, that. gives . falſe Rumors, . 


Wings, 


| (6) 

Wings, to fly abroad, and ſpread her Poiſon, 

 Tknow, Iſhall incur the Cenfure of a D:ſcontented Pay. 
7y : For ſome there be, whoſe Aftions are ſo bad ; that 
Truth is a Scandal ; and the Relation no better than a Libel, 
All the Favour thatI expeCt; is this : That where their 
Conſciencetells them, that Iſpeak the Trnth ; they would 
receive the Admonition peacably, and conſider it feri- 
ouſly : and torequite this Candor, if in any thing, Ichance 
to miſtake them ; I do promiſe to make them SatisfaQtion, 
as publick as the Injury. And on the Hopes of their Inge- 
nuity, either admitting the Trurh, or informing my 1z20- 
rance ; Itakethe Freedom to tell them, that Mzſrepreſenta- 
tions, and Miſtakes, Falſities, and Fiftions were the Inc: u- 
tives of theſe Drviſions. for, 


x. They ſeektojuſtiſy their Nor-conformity by venting 


Falſe; at leaſt, dubious, and unſound Poſitions. Such 
are thele, | 
That our Ceremonies are Parts of Divine Worſhip. But 
where do they find this, or do we teach any ſuch thing ? 
No ſurely ; for are Parts of Divine Worſhip alterable accor- 
ding to the difference of Time, and 
Art:of theChurch Place? May they be ordained, chang- 
of England, 24. ed, or aboliſhed by Authority of Par- 
ticular Churches, as we aſlert of theſe. 
They might beaſhamed of ſuch a Calwmry: And Idefre, 
they would adviſe with Cſu:ffs, of 
LE C_—_ their own Denomination, and theſe 
En fune Will tellthem, That Ceremonies nhich 
CultusDei ſed fi bone God eſt abliſheth, are indeed the Worſhip 
_ — x _— * Of God ; but what m?n inſtitute, areinot 
2. 92, Ab Eccleſla Zhe Worſhip of God. Though if they be 
initirutx Ceremonie of rb are Subſerviceable to the Wor- 
non ſunt Cultus DeL.16, , 
k 193: ſhip of God. And again, Ceremon!'s in. 
ituted by the Church, are not the Wor- 
f9ip of God. And I wilh this may fatisfy them. . 
ur 
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SO 
But they pretend the ſame Reaſon to ſeperate from us,, 
that we had to forſake the Church of Rowe. How implaca- 
ble is Malice ! Were bare Ceremonies the cauſe of our De- 
ſertion ? or what do you mean by theſe Notorious Fallities? 
Do we frame New Articles of Faith, or equallize T radition 


; unto Secr/pture ? Do we ſubject the Sceprer t othe Croſter, or 
| arrogate /z/allibi{ity nnto our Church ? Do we offer Sacra- 


fice tor the Qurck and Dead? or do Tranſubſtantiation, Pur- 
gatory, and he like, come out offour Mzizt? Or do you 
meet any of our Church, that will juſtifie Rome, as you do: 


; us; and confeſs, that ſhe is ſound in DotFrine, and Morra- 


lity. So grols the Untruth, ſo apparent the Envy ; that I 
admire that any one, can have, either ſo great Impudence,,. 


{ for toaverrit, or fo little Senſe to be deceived by it. 


Yet, the Impoſers you will ſay were Culpable, and the 
Guilt, ifthere-beany, /ics at their Door, By the ſame Ex-- 
ample, Malefafors. may cry out upon the Law : Traitors at 
the Prince; and Sraners againſttheir God. But let usſcan 
it ſeriouſly : And though you would miſchieveouſly inſinu- 
atc, as though, our Governors ſhould have deſigned!y con. 
trived theſe, for ſo many Snares, and Gins upon the Con- 
ſcience. Be informed my Brethren ; for all they did was: 
this. When other Rites were aboliſhed; they reſerved 


| theſe, unabrogated, They made no Poſitive At, wheres 


by they did-create, or Originally enaft them; but only 
ſuffered them for to continue : and that, at a ſeaſon (as you 
ſhall hear anon ) when no man ſcrupled, but all had uſed 
them. So far were they from a thought of Burdening 


Men's Conſciences thereby. And have we not now Reaſon 


to complaine, as Biſhop Bilſon doth. Ppif.to the Ronde, buf 

This is an cndles Quarrel of theirs, de- 75%. of Chriſt's Church. 

claring they either do not, or wall 

not underitand the matter, for which, we chiefly contend. 
But their Conformity would make them guilty of betray- 


ing that Literty, wherewith Chriſt made them free. God = 
za, . 
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bid, that you ſhould be again intangled in the Toke of Bondage, 
Gal. 5. 1. But miſtake not Submiſsion unto Governors 
as inconſiſtent with your Chriſtian Liberty To withdraw 
is Extravagancy: it is Licentionſneſs, and not Liberty. That 
= uſeing of it for a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, which the A- 
poſtle reproveth, 1. Per. 2. 16. Chriſtian Liberty, is an 
Exemption from the Jewiſh Pedagogy ; a Manum:ſsion from 


that Toak, that our Fathers could not bear, Gal. 4. 5. And | 


beſide this, 'T know no Lzberty appoſlitely - 1 ny to | 
rom the Slave: ' 


ry of Sin, and Sataz ; it is Fudaical, as much Chriſtian, A. 


theChri/tiar : for as it implies our Freedom 


' Branch of that Oath, which God ſware to Abraham, That 


we being delivered from the hands of our Enemies might ſerve | | 
him, in Holineſs, and Righteouſneſs all the days of our Life, \ 


Luk. 1. 74-75. Andlo faris our Submittinguato Rztes, 
and Ceremonies ; from treſpaſsing upon our Chriſtian Liber- 
ty : that each one of theſe, isan Inſtance of that Freedom, 


which, Chriſt purchatled for us. For whereas it was the | 
Fewiſh Toke, that they were ſo determined in their Modes, | 
and Forms, that they could not alter, nor diſpence with ; 
Profelites, in ſuch Rites, and Ceremonies ; as with Men of | 
diſſerent Climates, meet with as diverſe a Conſtru&ti- | 
on. Chriſt, to obviate that Infelicity, which, had been | 
an unremoveable Impedimentunto the Goſpel ; hath whol- | 
ly delegated this Authority to the Pleaſure of his Church ; | 
requiring no more, then that all things be done Decently, | 
and according to an Order, 1 Cor. 14. 40, #474 Tx , byy 
Impropricty of Signitication, doth import : Whence they | 
to whom this Language was Vulgar, termtheir Rules of! 
Diſcipline, Tex1=2 , And fo the Engliſh that follows! 


: a Canon, or Injunfon ; for ſo the word, without the lea 


Beza's Traſlatica, renders the Text ; Let all things be done 
Honeſtly,. and By Order : which cannot but reſpect ſome 


Rule eſtabliſhed by Authority, So far 1s our Chriſtian = 


<:7ty from Intertering with Authority, that whoſoever 
extends! 
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extends. it beyond theſe Limits, is no other than the 4#- 
wVocate of. Confuſion, ; 2M $2020 @4 
- But their Conſciemce will not ſuffer them aver,” I 
ight churliſhlyreturn, and with a ting of Tricb, What 
is that tous? See yau to that. But, is it your Conſcience ? 
Be not miſtaken, Perhaps, it is. but ſome over- 
Opaven.4 or, if it be Conſcience, ſhew me the Rele, on 
yhich it doth proceed ; for Confeiexce, as your own Guides 


| will tell you, doth not Atcwſe, or Ex- + | 

' cuſe, , but according to, ſome . Rule, . Jus. Div.Rop.Ecc. 
: Primciple,or Law of God, that is above VE 
| the Conſcience, Now, the Work is ſhort;; produce any 
' thingabovethe Conſcience, tojuſtifie your Pretenſions;and 
| weareſilent for ever. But I would gladly ask, Did your 
Copier, of it ſelf, frame theſe Scruples ; or, were they 


inſtilld by Education, Converſe, Intereft, Aﬀeition? &c. If 
the former, is not your Conſcience azfiled, and errowious ? 
Tit;1,'15, _ For, if it be, you cannot expett, that out of 


' Chriſtian Sympathy, we ſhould defile our ſelves, and err too. 


Beſides, ſome of your own Caſuiſts re- 


| ſolve, That ſuch a Conſcience # ſo far , Trois ISR 
| frombinding, that it ought it felf the ra: Lickefat's Ser. to. 


ther to be bound, If the latter, Wo be 2B VE 

ta them, by whom the Scandal cometh, Mat, 18. 7. For' this 
is that very Caſe, to which that Wo is threatned. The 
Scandil there, is not an averſion, or diſlike of ſomething 


| that we (ee, is praftiſed ; bur, the 


being cnſiared thereby, into an occa- Conſul. Ameſ. de 
ſionof Sin, -Which is the miſery of Cop. 

our Diſſenting Brethren. If they 

Conform, they att againſt an Opining Conſcience, and they 
canclude that Sinful, If they refuſe, they become Diſo- 
bedient, 40 not ſubmitting to the. Ordinance of Man, for the 
Lords Sake, 1 Pet. 2.13. And how a Contratted ry 

B ou 
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fhould excuſe our Non-performance of a Neceſſary Duty, 
is beyond my Divinity, to apprehend: In ſhort; if this 
Plez#of Confcience would juſtifie, there's not'a SecF in Chri- 
ftendom, but hath a plauſible Evaſion. Tt remains there- 
fore, that you get your Conſcience informy'd ; and if you 
come with that Indifference which Epi&etus requites in 
all that ſeek for Tr«th, even the ſame that is in' Travel- 
ters, who matter not, whether their-way be to the Rzghr, | 
or Left, or Forward, {0 that it kads them to their Jour- ' 
ny-End. . You have this Promiſe, T hat wherein you be other- | 
wiſe minded, God =_ reveal even that unto you, Phil. 3.15. . 
But if the profpect of Intereff, or Ambition, or ſuch By- 
Conſiderations, incline your Wl, *tis poſſible, from de- * 
firingthatan Opinion might be true, you may believe it is 
true ; your Well-wiſhes may overcome your Reaſon. | 
For*tis no ſuch uncouth thing, for 4fei#ox to advance in- 
to: Aſſarance ; and the Pals for a Problem, to grow i 
as ſtrongas Demonſtration ; and then you are loſt for ' 
ever. my 
Theſe arethe common Topicks, which the Diſſenters uſe; 

how ſucceſsfully, I muſt refer to your own Judgment : 

only I obſerve, that our Diviſions do "=— y advance ; \ 
for as yet, they do but juſtifie themſelves, and apologize | 
for their own Diſſentions. Let us take cognizance of 


— ——— 
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their next Artifice, which is ſomewhat more Unchriſtian ; 


for, when Arguments fail, 


ow MW TROP 


_..c. a acc w@tw:.aDiQ a qo <a vm _  |JVÞvO0 A" a> Souls os #c£ 


2. They endeavour to ſucceed , by creating ? 


_ , and conjuring up Suſpitions, A Fright | 
may drive men. paſt their Wits, and Dreams have more | 
Influence on Swperſtitiows Souls, than the moſt Feeling | 
Ferities of Senſe and Reaſon. Jt fo it fares with us ;! 
Men cry out of Popery, Popery, Pelagianiſm, Superſtition. 
For it is neither Miracle, nor Moxſter with them, that a 
Church-man ſF.ould carry a Pope in Ins Belly, But, pray 

what do you mean by Popery ? Nay, to this day, they ne- 


ver 


(11 
yer yet would tell us : and is it not a ſhrewd. Suſpition, 
that there is no Truth intheir meaning, when there is no 
Light in their Words ; for, He that hateth the Light, is a 
doing Evil, and dare not come to the Light, leaſt his Deeds 
ſbould be reprovea, Joh. 3. 20, 

But where's the Danger, that you ſtorm ſo loudly ? 
Have we Innovated in our Articles? Are our Homilies 
diſown'd? Or our Litargy rejected ? No, this would be 
joyful News unto tie Brotherhood, But do not theſe ac- 


; cord with Popery? As much as Light with Darkneſs ; or . 
| Chriſt with Belial. And be awaked, my Brethren; Is it 
; we, that refuſe to ſubſcribe the Ordinances of the Reformas 
' tion? Or,dowe withdraw from the Oath of Supremacy, the 
; Hanniballof mm tear bo ar ? Where then-is the 

; Charity, to repreſent us ſuch. Protitured Wretches, as va- 


lue neither Promiſes, nor Proteſtations ; Oaths nor S ub- 


{ ſcriptions : whilit others, that decline 'fuch Teſts, as 

' theſe, muſt paſs for Godly "Mex. Have: we not. Caule to 

| =_ when we cannot but hear a Celeu/ma, Hue and Cry 
ent 


after us, as. Renegades of the Reformation ? When 
we meet with Remonſtaxces ofthe Growth of Popery, one 


! Partafteranother : as if nothing'was wanting in our Re: 


waion to that See, but only the Formality of a Reconcili- 
ation. For God's Sake, remember, theſe groundleſs Fears 
brought one Prince to the Block ( whoſe Innocent Blood 
is perhaps now viſited upon that Party ; God in his juſt 
Judgment, upon their . Impenitency, giving them up to 
return 'to'their 0/4 Treaſozs, and in his Infinite Mercy 
towards our Loyalty, defeating their Conſpiracy, and pu- 
niſhing their Rebeloz) and, unleſs Men had deſigned to 
make the Sox ſuceeed his Father, to the Black, as well as 
Crown; tliey ſtand' in Duty obliged, to check theſe falſe 
Surmiſes, to caſt out the Scorper, v5" the Calamniator,that 
Contention .may £0 out ; yea, Strife and Reproath ceale, 
Prov. 22; 10. AndlI cannot but obſerve, thattheir Ex- 
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clamations againſt his late Majeſty, | 


By Andreas ab and the Clergy, was 1n that very 
» 


us, | 
IC 


Haberfield. Tuntto, when a Plot of the Pa 
againſt his Sacred Perſon was 4 
vered : an unanſwerable Sign, that they diſpaired of 
what the Phanaticks dilſembled, that they feared ; his In- 
clination unto Popery. I dare ſcarce run the Parallel, 
Were the Papiſts Plotting againſt his Preſent Majeſty, 


an Evidence, what cool Afﬀections he carried for their / 


Superſtition ? and cars there be another FaCtion, that would 
obtrude themſelves into- their Guilt, and wreſt the Infamy 


out of their hands !. It troubles me to believe, there - 


Was. 

The aqua; nee the more Jealous Privilegioniſts, by 
dreading an Invaſion of their Liberty and Property, And 
though no Aſſurance is equal to Experience ; not the ma- 
ny Solemn Declarations publiſhed, nor the Experience of 
more than-twenty Years (in which, not ſo many Arbi- 
trary Inadvertences have paſled, as Violations of. the Preyo- 
gative been endured) 1s ſufficient to ballance the con? 
ceited Omens of a Reſtleſs Fattion. Indeed, amidſt that 
multitude of Buſineſs,. which they that hold the Stern of 


Government, do manage, it is not poſſible, but Inconve- 


niences will happen. ; and there is not wanting Curſed 
Chams, who are: pleaſed with the Diſcovery of their F4- 
ther's: Nakedneſs ; Men; who improve and magnifie all 
their Miſtakes ; and becauſe the Oracles have ſaid, That 
Magiſtrates are Gods, Plal. $2. 6. they will not ſuffer 
them for to ſlip as Men, 

Now, where lies the Chriſtianity of this Cenforious 
Humour ? Charity, that Bond of Peace, n«rre Sy, covers 
all things, x Cor. 13. 7. Inclines men- to conceal the 
Weakneſs of their Brethren ; much more, of their Fathers ; 
and is officious to hide a multitude of Sins, unſanified: 
Reaſon, that cries out, Humaenum.eſt errare, will become 

their 


UMI_. 
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| their Advocate. And how can you, that are not without 
' Sin your ſelves, dare to throw a Stone at the Head of 
; Majeſty. 


Thus having calumniated both Deſinan tandem ma- 
Church and State, they ſhew how lit- eacere, ne malefatta 
tle they are pleaſed with the one, by *#4#dianr ſua. Ter. 
the Coolneſs of their AﬀeeQtions to the other, For, where- 
as at firſt, they did but juſtifie their ſelves, in,not ad- 
vancing to the height of Conformity. Now they gin to 

ther into Coxventicles, to hear DotFrine, and exerciſe a 

i{cipline more Pure; that is, more Arbitrary ( whence 


; they are named Puritans) But neither as yet, do the 


' forlake our Communion, but Hal: betwixt God and Baal, 


m— QTY LM... 
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1 Kjrg. 18. 21. Preſs a neceſſity of Fellowſhip with us, 
though among themſelves, they afterwards { asa Bigor of 
their own, with as great Rudeneſs as Ignorance expreſſed. 
it) would Serve God BETTE R. Yet, they ſtop not here, 
The Water that hath got a Paſſage, ſpreads. And, 


3» They proceed to Burleſque, and 
Libel. It 1s a ſure, but diviliſh Max- Fortitey calummiare 


im, Fling Dirt enough, and ſome will © aliquid adherebit. 


' fick, And howdutifully they have 


Scan'd this Direfory : how diligently they have profited 
in this Sctexce, examine with a little Patience, and you 
may be ſatisfied. From their firſt Appearance to this 
preſent Age, they never wanted a Succeſhon of Scurrility. 
There always have been Scorners that have filld the 
Chair, Pſal. 1. 1. from Martin Marprelate, unto Andrew 
Marvel. Nor, was there Man, of what Eminence ſoever, 
that did appear againſt them, but under this Correction, 
from Biſhop Fewel, down to Dr. Stillingfleer, Church and - 
State, Prince and Prelate, have been wounded by theſe 


' Arrows, their Bitter Words. Tt is an Accufation that 


needs little Proof ; the Proclamations of our Kings, and 


the Writings of our Biſhsps, are full of theſe Co_ 
ith 
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With theſe Men *tis nothing but a Rar Show, to Ridicule 


Soverainty ; and by their Meaſures of, Paying Reverence to 


the Lord's Anointed, one would be apt to gueſs, that under 
the Goſpel, God had reversd the Methods of Obedience, 
AQts 23. 5. And commanded us only to ſpeak Evil of the 
Rulers of our People : Ce/ars gracious Connivance, being 
grown to be a Priviledge of the Peo- 

In Civitate libera ple, noleſs than Parliament : all Men 
mentem, & linguem aſſuming as great Freedom to their 
liberas eſſe debey-, Tongueas Thought. What Indul- 


gence, their Guides may give them, | 


that Icannot tell ; but never did I meet with a Divine of 
that Clazn, that reprov'd this Vice ; and what eſcapes 


without Correction, hath the Countenance of Conni- : 
vance, or tacit Approbation, Yet, in pity, I ſhall tell *' 
them, what a Learned Prelate hath obſerved on this Piece : 
of Prophaneneſs ; * There were Times, faith he, when Per ſe- 


f cutions were preat in the Church, even to exceed Barbarity it 
* {elf Did any Martyr, or Confetlor 

Bp, Laud's Speech * in thoſe Times, Libel their Gover- 
in Star-Chamber. *nours ? Surely, no, not one of them, 
*to the beſt of my Remembrance. Yet 


* theſe complain of Perſecutions,without all ſhew of Cauſe; 


© and in the meantime, Libel and Rail without meaſure : ſo 
© l:ttle akin are they to thoſe, who ſuffer for Chriſt, or the 
* leaſt Part of Chriſtian Religion. Nor 1s he alone 1n this 
his Judgment, for the Apoltles be of the ſame Mind, who 
give this CharaCter of Temporizme. Chriſtians, That they de- 
ſpiſe Dominion, ſpeak evil of Dignities, Ju.$.9.2Pe:.2.10.A 
Policy fo Suſpicious * the Bleſſed Angels feared to make uſe 
. of ir, waen they truly might. For Michael the Arch- Angel 
arr ſt not bring againſt the very Devil (who queſtionlels de- 
leryed it ) 4 Rajling Accuſation ; but har na of God, 
thai he wou!'d be pleaſed to rebuke him. And how his Tem- 


per 
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per ſuits unto the Goſpel, which commands us, To pray 
for our Enemies, to Leh: them, which curſe ws ; . when we are 
reviled, not to revile again ; when we {uffr, not to threaten ; 

x, Pet. 2. 23. or how it doth tranſcribe our Saviours Ex- 
ample, who, as the Lamb was dumb before the Shearers, and 
opened not bis mouth ; is not my Provinceto enlarge upon. 
Only I concieve, it might be ſome Mitigation unto Davids 
Affliction, that they were Drunkards, that made Songs up+ 
on him, Pſal. 96. 12. But that men, who are ſober, and 
conſcientious ( if we may believe them ) that they fhould 
ſuffer either Head, or Hand; their Tounge, or Pen to touch 
the Lords Anointed, end do his Prophets Harm, Pſal. tos. 15. 

is ſuch a Device of Religion, as I dare avouch the Go pel is 
a Stranger to. 

But no Wonder, iftheir Proſelites forſake the Conmmuni- 
on of ſuch lewd men, as they Decypher us, and betake 
themſelves to ſome more powerful meanes. And this 
brings the Difference unto a Format Schiſm, They depart 
from us, and ſet up Altar againſt Altar, and Pulpiz againſt 
Pulpit ; DotFrine againſt Dotrine, and W, orſbio againſt 
Worſhip. What is wanting to the Purity of their cauſe ? 
they ſupply by the Impurity of their Lips, and impute 
the weakneſses of mens Perſons, tothe Difadvantage of 
their Principles. Like the Storch in Lucian, who, reduced 
to a Non-plus, cries Out '2 xarepert, So they deal with us, 
Baſe words, and *opery, arean Ample Coufutation. And 
when, by theſe Artitices, they have rendered the Govern- 
ment uneaſy, andthe Governors odious. 

. They incite, and inſtigate unto Tumults by Turbu- 
lent Poſitions, and Seditious DoCt- 
rines. Such are theſe, That Kjngs are See the Judgment of 
but the Peoples Truſtees ; That they are he Univ. of Oxf. 
accountable for the Miſcarriages of the 
Government , with many more. And how direQtly theſe 


tend to Sedition and Rebellion. I may be excus'd the Com» 
; ment 
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ment. For when a Prince is Dethroned in the Conſcience, 
what can follow, but an 4rbirrery Obedience. Subjeftion 
as long, and. in what Inſtances they pleaſe ; if he be thef 
Peoples Creature, there needs no more to the full Proceſsof 
a Depoſition, then the Declaration ; We will not have this man 
fo reign over us Luk. I9. I4- St. Paul was aware 
of this, and therefore, requires you zo be ſabjet?,not only for 
"Wrath, but alſo for Conſcienceſake, Rom. 13. 5. Divinity 
they have no mind to be concerned with, 

What can now remain, but that the Poon, thus pro- 
vok'd, in a tranſport of Zeal, do ariſe to (troy all the Un- 
godly that are in the Land ; that they may root out the Evil ag- 
ey a the City of the Lord, Pal. 101. 11. Forceand Vie 
Jence, Blood-ſhed and Murder, Plots and Conſpiracies, In-' 
ſarrettions and Rebellions are the End of theſe Diviſions.To \ 
this height hath the Quarrel about Modes and Habirs, Geft-\ 
wres and Ceremonies rilen, Dear God! Is thelife of man 
right, Dear in your Sight ( P/al. 116. bo. Yin their Eyes 
ſocheap? Do we become obnoxious to Blood:ſhed, foren- 
Jordioga hy Innocent Rites,and Primitive Ceremonies ? All 
that I jhall fay, is this. The men that do theſe things, have 
either zo Religion 5 or what isnext to none,s Bad one. And 
what Tempraticn can you find in them, that you Careſs 
them as your Countreys Patriots, 

Were the late times of Couf#ſion, ſopleaſant ; that we 
ſhould be laborious to relapſe into the fame ? Survey the 
miſery ; Fines, Confiſcations, Plunaers, are but the Begin- 
ning of Sorrows.. Baniſhment, Impriſonment, and Death ſuc- 
ceed. Orif you doſurvive : What David of old Age may 
with moreDoletulnels te aftirm'd of that,your life crnbe but 
Labour ana Sorrow, Plal. go. 10. when your Perſon is im- 
poveriſh'd, your Souls in{lav*d, your Churches prophan'd 

; yourReligion gone, Godalone, who, foreſces all things, 
4aw the Pages that they were bringing on us, andin 
Mercy and Compaſſion, was pleaſed to prevent it. 


Be- 
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Before 1 paſs this Topich, I muſt deſire you to rem 
_ aggravated their Opinions i in the Cane? 


' of our Difference. What at firſt, were 


no worſe than Tolerabiles ineptie, Le Caby. Ep. ad Pro. 
vities that might be tolerated ( the zecF, 
which was alſo ſpoken of Chriſmr, and 
Extream UWniion, Rites that are now diſuſed) are now 
grown to be Antichriſtian Impoſitions, and Prelatical Ty- 
7477, Our Liturgy, which ſome of 
the Fraternity did verily believe, to F O X: 
be compoſed by the Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Ghoſt, is now reproached as the Regs of Popery. Our 
Biſbops, whom Beze prays for a per- 
al Succeſſion of ; and the Repul- Bez. de div.grad. 

fion-of whom, was Corah's Sin un- min. cont. Sar. 
= "7 Lang ans mr the - 

oſpel, are juſtled out with Ignominy, as Ithacian Prieſts 
ky Perſecuting Prelates ; as Men chat hold the Stirrop 
Poperyto mount the Saddle. And our Kings, whom Cal- 
vin, by a Miftake of the meaning of '_. Arric. 37. 
that Title, which our Reformers gave' Calv.' in Am. t. 7. 
them, The Supream Head of dhe v. 13. 
Church , ext «uder Chriſt , ima- 
gini og what 'is not dream't of ; ſome Spirituality in- 
cluded in it, did chance to cenſure : are look't upon, as 
either Enemies of, or Inconvenient to the Priviledges of 
the Kzrk. Of which, you have an 
Inftance in the Scorch Commiſſioners, Refor. of Ch. Gov. 
who taking notice of this ObjeiFion in Scor. by Cons. 
_— the Presbyterial Government, 'page. 10, 

hat "twas incompatible with Monarchy. 
Confeſs the *Accuſation, in not pleading to it ; or rather, 
refleft on the Inftitution, by what they afterwards aſſert, 
That it is complyable with every Lanfl Kind of Flumane 
wth C 
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Policy. Maliciouſly ſuggeſting, as if Monarchy was unlaw- * 
ful. You ſce, how the Fl/oodgate being opened, the Wa- 


zers do prevail, and Serife increafeth. | 3, 
What our Diſſenting Brethren did at firſt with Modeſty, 


or by M:fake, icruple,: is now improved paſt all the hopes * 
of Compoſition. The Pex is exchanged for the Sword ; * 
and a Combat of the Preſs, into a Battle of the Field. 


Thereis one thing behind, which as =_ as *tis indulg'd, 
will both perpetuate our Defference, 
Guilt ; And that is, 


againſt their Afed0ns: let it be written with the Beams 


of the Suz, it is obſcure and dark to thetr Opricks, Theſe 


are Men, Gifted, either to deny the TrY«#h, or extenuate 
the . Fad?. A few Inſtances of freſh Memory, may give you 
SatisfaQtion. The Murder of an Archbibop, muit by no 


means be imputed to the Benaying of the Party. And ' 
an Head of the Fadtion, though he may have the Spirit a- 


bove Meaſure, cannot well be. ſuppoſed te have —_—_ 
enough to be. his own Executiorer,, Innotent Men | t 
cannot find Spots in their own Children, but admire their 


Blemiſhes for Perfefions, and their Moles for Beauties, | 


Men ofa ſtrong Faith, that can believe their Plots the Fit#t- 
ox oftheir Enemies, and our 7 hank/givings an 1lufion up» 
on Heaven.., | ' 

Now, Perſons of this 0b/tiacy, are irreclamable, arid 
deſperate, paſt the ordinary Means of Recovery : what 
God may do, is not for us to: reſolve. But methinks, 
pr 7m under a. neceſſity of maintaining the Irrefitency 
of Grace ; for that is allthe Hopes they can have of Re- 


BOUVAHIOR. 


My Brethren, you accuſe the Papiſts for this very 


amplify their | 
5. Their Incredulity. They will believe no Evidence | 


i 


Crime. Thou therefore that teacheſt another, teacheſt' thow 
#68 thy ſelf ? Qr, art not thau inexcu{able, O Man! whoſoever | 


thou 
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thog art, that Judgeſt ;, for wherein thou judzeſt another, 


thou condenmeſt thy ſelf ;, for thou that Judgeſt, doſt the ſame 


hings, Rom. 2.1. The Papi/ts difown the Tenets we 

We ainſt them, becauſe they hear them not deliver- 
edin their Sermons : and is not this your own Apology ? 
Now, though we. give a Reaſon for this Silence, That 
they be Dodtrines, which the Apoſt{e's Cannon is not to 
be applied to, for they may unadviſedly be preached 
out of Seaſon. Yet, are they not recorded in their Wri- 


; tings? 2 Tim. 4.2, And the Per leaves behind it, a 
more laſting Monument, and durable CharaQter than that 

| of the Tongue. And to do all men Juſtice, The Papiſt 

' hath the more plauſible ground for Scruple ; their Opz-. 


zioxs being for the moſt expreſſed in a Forreign Language ; 
and the Liberty of the Preſs (as they pretend.) denied un- 
to their Advocates, Whereas theſe ingroſs the Preſs with 


/ their Seditions Pamphlets, and ſcatter the Poiſon 1n their 
| Mother-Language, Not that I can excuſe either of them 


from the Phariſaical, Wilfal, and Deſigned Calamity of 


. thole, Who _— Eyes, will not ſee ; having Ears, will 
e 


| not hear; leaſt, ſe 


ing, they (bould find, be converted, and 


* healed, Mat. 13. 15. 


And this Incredulity of Men, ſided into Fation, is ve- 
ry much owing to the Nature of 
Contention; which darkens the Under- Nubibus atris 


' ſtanding, diſturbs the Judgment, Condita nullum 


and infatuates the Reaſon : though FPundere poſſunt 
T dare not exclude the Immediate Sydera Lumen. 


\ Hand of God ; who, in a juſt Judg- Boer. 
| ment upon their Mnchriſtian Divic- 


| 0zs, may perhaps have given them over unto a Repro- 


| bate Mind. Rom. 1. 28. 
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Theſe are the Conſequences of our D:ſſextions, which, 
are the more to be lamented, in that othewiſe they ſeem 
to be Good Men ; that have a Zea! of God, though not ac- 
cording to Knowledge : Men that are kind to their Friends, 
and charitable to their Brethren. To whom, I may duly 
apply that of my Ld. Yer«lams, of another SeQ, T ales cum 
ſent, utinam et noſtri eſſent. 

And if this be the Condition of our Diſſenting Brethren 
( which I leave to God, and their own Conſciexce to deter- 
mine, hoping =_ will be ſo juſt to their Sozls Intereſt, to 
ponder it throughly) sf this be their Condition ? I mult needs 
Query, Ifit be not timeto lay aſide Animoſiries, and leave 
oft Contention, becaulc it hath been already too long meddled 
with? Which is the remaining Part of my Task. Andto 
perſwade them to it; I ſhall return by the ſame StagesI 
advanced, and defire them to conſider. 

I. The Heinouſneſs of thoſe Sins, in whichtheſe ſmall 
differences have engag'd them. Sins ofno Lighter « Dye, 
then Meſſacres, and Murders, Inſurrettions, and Rebellion. 
And what Sentence theſe muſt look for at the General Aſi- 
2es; allow them but the Benefit of their Clergy, and they 
may read, though noteſcapethereby. Rebe/lon isa Sin, 
no place whatever will endure, or conniveat. Heaven caſt 


down the Rebellious Angels into Chains of Darkneſs: Para, | 


diſe baniſhed the Traitor Man, and keeps a Guard of Chers. 
bins and a Flaming-Sword againſt him. The very Earth ad- 
moni{h'd, opens her mouth to demand Juſtice againſt Co. 
rah, and his accurſed Accomplices. Nor dare Hell it ſelfpre- 


tend to Patroniſe an Inſurrettion, For if Satan be divided | 


againſt Satan, How ſhould his Kzngdom ſtand. 

But this Sedirioz, which our Diſſentions, at preſent, 
have fomented, hath ſome Peculiaritics in it, that do ag- 
gravate the Guilt. For beſides the Hypocriſy of the Pretence, 
Religion ; which, never meant to kill the Body, out of 
mercy to the Soul ; nor murder Gods Image, toadvance 
his Glory, | It 
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It was carried on with Deliberation, they meet, adviſe, 
debate, conſult ; which ſpeaks their Fixedneſs and Reſolu- 
tion. Had itbeen perpetrated inan Heat of Paſſion , the 
Exceſs would hove been ſome ſmall (though ſorry Apology) 
for ſo baſe aVillazy. But their Deſign was to ſin with Cau- 
tion ; they ſcorn'd to benumbred amongſt the lower Claſs, 
of unwary, inadvertent Sinners, but will butcher Men de- 
liberately, and in the Cool of their Blood. And isnot this 
a hopeleſs, irrecoverable Temper ? An Inſtance of a ſear- 
ed, (more than tender) Conſcience. This is what thoſe 
Divines make no mean Ingredient into, the Sin againſt the 
Holy Shoſt. For we cannot but imagine the Ingenuity of 
the Education, (which ſome glory in) could not but in- 
form them what Rebellion was : and the whole Party, 
who ſuppoſe the Scriprures to be plain, clear, and full, un- 
tothe very Modes of __ cannot, ſurely miſconſtrue 
ſo Legiblea Text, They that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves 
Damnation, Rom. 1}. 2. | . 

It wasalſo ezindl Signal Favours and Perſonal Obliga- 
tions : and Ingratitude is an Inhumane Sin. The very Sa- 
wvagesare obliged by Kindneſs,and the 
Lyons of the Forreſt too generous to be Seneca, 
undmindful of Beneficence, Ingra- 
tum ſi dixeris, omnia dixeris. Yet ma- Shaftsbary, Lord 


| nyof theſe were Men that owed their Chaxc. rr Ld. 


Lives and Fortunes. to his Majeſty's Lzewt. of Irel. Ruſ- 
Clemency. And what a Barbarous fel of the Pri. Coun. 
Regdital this ? So Syrens charm the An hundred old 
Ears that lend them Audience : ſo Cap. Declar. 
Vipers eat the Womb that gives them 
Being. 

But the Party will ſay, And what's all this to us? Are we 
reſponſible for other Men's Exceſſes ? Muſt we be chargable 


1 for their Extravagancy ? God forbid, that I ſhould believe 


all 
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all the Fa#ion privy ( much leſs conſenting ) to ſuch 

horrid Villany ; although the Con- 
2000 in Londen federacy was very numerous. Yet, 
Declaration. my Brethren, it concerns you to en- 

quire, how ye may become Partakers 
of other Men's Sins. Had the Coxſpiracy taken Effect ; 
which, ( for ever praiſed be the Name of God) it did nor, 
To whom would you have adhered ? They preſumed up- 


on your Aſſiſtance. And may we not ſuſpect, that Men | 
of the ſame Communication, without the Spirit of Prophe- £7 
/y, may have an Inſjght into each others Mind. We ſee : 


how Birds of a Feather flock. And whiPit they obſerve © 


you ſoeagerly to imbibe their Principles, credit their Fea- | 1 


louſies, pleaſed with their Libels, is it poflible that they 
ſhould believe, that you would ever boggle, or deſert 


their Intereff. No, the Remonſtrance which they were 7. 
Freparing, 1s an undeniable Argument of their Afurance. +: 
Would not you, (though exclaiming of the Treaſon) have * 
proteQtedand ſtrengthened the Regzcides ? Should we not ? 

have heard ſome old Maxim aſſum?d, * 


Fieri nox debet, fa- to accomodate your Aſſociacions ? | re 
Hum valet. And are not theſe Profeſtions of Loy- 1 T 


alty owing to ſuch a Conſideration, as | 


to that of the Rebelliows Iſraclites on their bad Succels : 
This Abſolom whom we Anointed over ws, is dead in Battle ; 


now therefore why ſpeak ye not a word of bringing back the * 


Kmg ? 2 Sam. 19, 10. TI accuſe no one, by their own 
Conſcience let them ſtand or fall. But to diſmiſs this. 

As far as your Separation and Converticles gave them In- 
couragement 3 as taras the Hopes of your Aid ( though 
we ſhould favourably believe, they might have been de- 


ceived 1n it) did animate and inſtigate them ; ſo far : 


mutt your Schiſzz bear the Guilt of their Preſumptioz : 
and could you have the Impudence to wipe your mouth ? 
you cannot truly ſay, To have done no Wickedneſs, The 

moſt 
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moſt eaſie Conſtruttion that can be fixed upon it, is, That 
in the Simplicity of your Souls; and knowing nothing, you 
ſhould have - been inſnared into their Sediton, 2 Sam. 
15. 11. One would think; that the fad Effe&t of ſuch 
ſpecious Prerexts in the late War, would make Men Jea- 


+ lous of the ſame Events, For what a multitude was there, 


: 


. that would have laid down their Lives in exchanse for his 


| Majeſty, who being decoy'd-into the Cauſe; by that ſame 
| Artiſice, are not able to waſh their Hands, and ſay with 
' Pilate, 1 ams Innocent of the Blood of this Juſt Perſon ; See 
 yee 20 #t. Mat. 27. 24. 
| TheCauſe which hath inveigled you in ſo much Guilt, 
'is ſmall, about things of little Momerr, and meer Indifferen- 
&y : and the Lightneſs of the Cauſe aggravates the Black- 
* xeſs of the Sin. Moſes enquires, Why do ye Wrong one to 4- 
| nother, ſeeing that ye are Brethren, At. 7.26. The near- 
| neſs of the Relation in his Opinion, being ſufficient to 
* remove all the Grounds of Cortention. What would he 
7 have ſaid, if it had not been a Matter 
: of Wrong or Injuftice, but Indiffe. 'Aﬀdixie 
\ rency, that they quarrelled about ? 
1 They certainly have little Regard to the Peace of Chriſt's 
! Church, that can diſturb it on ſuch ſmall Accounts. 
; IT know indeed, they deny the Indifferency of theſe 
} Things: but a common Diſtin&tion would afford them 
* SatisfatFion, if they intended that, Yiz. That in their Na- 
ture they remain Tadifferent, though not in the Uſe; for, 
[_ enjoyned, they become neceſſary unto Decency and 
1 Oraer. | 
: The nature of Indifferency,. St. Aug. Quod neque contra 
his Rule will teach you, *That which Fidem, neque con» 
| neither contradiQts Faith nor Morality, tra bonos Moyes in- 
is a thing Indiffere:t, And according jungitur, Tndiffe. 
| to this Meaſure, we dare ſtand to your renter eſt habendums 
: 


Verdif# for the Iniifferency of their $ 
! A 
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Nature. But the neceſſity of the V/e, the ſame Fathey doth L 
impreſs from the Reſolution of St. Ambroſe, which hq | 
Celebrated as the Reſporſeof ar th 

Ad quameung; Eccle- Oracle ; which is, * Toconform your 
ſlam veneris, &c. Ve- *ſelyes unto the Rites and Cuſtoms off :} 
ry oft in his Writings. «<q; hatſoever Church you come to a: 
« whilſt they do not contradiCt the Rules of Faith and Mo ti 
rality ( 5. e., )inthings indifferent. And agreeable to this] t1 
| is the Derivation that ſome produce off »; 
Card. Bon. de reb. the word Ceremony, from the Hebrenl ki 
Lit. ' Dan to Anathematize or Excommu4i 01 
nicate ; asif we might infer,the Nox w 

conformity thereto,to be a Guile ſufficient to incur that Cen dj 


ſure. 
And that our Brethren may entertain more even} hi 


thoughts, of theſe few, and eaſy (as they call them) Impo-| SI 
ſitions. 1 would intreat them to inſpeR. rs 
I. The Neceſlity of admitting Ceremonies to the Worſbip 
of God- ta 
There never yet? was that Religion inthe World, that] P 
did appear wirhout them, Tudaical, as well as Heathen, tl 
in what it was diſtinguiſhed from the Natera/,was nothing] a 
elſe but a Syfem of Ceremonies ; although their I»ſtitution| n 
was Divine. Whence St. Auguſt affirms poſitively, That] I 
- , there 15 no Relz9zon whether true or! u 
Ang. L. 19. cont. falſe, that can ſubſiſt without Ceremo-| # 
Fauſt. C. 11, © wits, And Urſ;z as dogmatically(who} d 
being no Ep:ſcopal Divine, hope may} Þ 
Poreſt,” ac deber Ec- * have your Ear) That the Chnrch may ;Þ © 
cleſia quaſdam Cere- yes, and muſt inſtitute ſome Ceremo-! r 
monias inftituere.0rj "jc And fince men are taught by} N 
Car. $103-P9-3: the Eye, as wellas the Ear; and the} y 
more laſting Impreſſions iſſue thence. I would gladly un-} t 
derſtand, why we a not be edified by the Cefares of} ti 
the Body, in ſome meaſures as well, as by the Labour of the 
Lips. 


L1AAL 


JMI 


9 the Beholders of the Elevation 


(25) 


Lips. Or, why the EreQtion of my Perſon, may not adviſe 
of the Mind, as much as if 
the Deacon did admoniſh them with his Sur/ſum Corda. 
Happy u« the Man that condemneth not himſelf in the Things 
that he alloweth, Rom. 14. 22. For pray tell me, What 
are theſe Eccleſiaſtical Ordinances paſſed and ordained by 
the Small and Great Councils of the 
the City of Geneva, which the Mi- Laws of Geneva, 
niſters thereof promiſe, and {wear to 
keep ? Had they, for Ordinances, ſubſtituted Injunitions, 
or Cannons, which 1s all the ſame ; the Church of England 
will be no more chargable with Impoſitions (unleſs the 
difference of words make the Grievance) than other S9- 
cieties Eccleſiaſtical, Why then ſuch Exclamations againſt 


| her, when theſe are paſſed by in Silence ? Or, how comes 


She to be more Prelatically than others, Presbyterially Ty- 
rannical. 

2. Examine the Reaſon why theſe Ceremontes were re- 
tained. Which, (after communicating therein with the 
Primitive Church) was a Motion of Charity, a Delign 
thereby, co win upon the Papiſts : to give as little Scandal 
and Offence as poſſible. To convince them, that it was 
not Fumonry and Caprich, but Religion ; not the Love of 
Innovation, but the Neceſlity of a ; Se that made 
us withdraw : that it was not ſuch ſmall Things as Cere- 
monies that we diftered about ( of which, this was an Evi- 
dence, that we enjoyned ſome) but Matters of Faith, and 
Articles of Salvation. We therefore are not aſhamed te 
own what ſome, with more Malice than Judgmeat, dc 
retort, That our Liturgy i compoſed out of the Breviary ana 
Miſſal. Is it Diſparagement to Gold, that itwas mix*d 
with Lumber in the Oar ? Is it Infamy unto Moſes's Seat, 
that Scribes and om did fill it ? Mat. 23. 2. No, by 
this we ſatisfie the World, that we emov'd no —_— 

rom 
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from the Weftern Patriarch, than he had wandred from 
his Predecefſors and the Trnth. And hereby the Chnrch of 
England (and ſhealone) gain*d ſuch an Aſcendant onthe 
Papacy, as they never can be able to remove ; who þb 
communicating with us for ſeveral 


In Q. Eliz. Reign. Years, plainly did confeſs the Ne- | 
cellity of a Reformation ; and as high- | 


ly commend the Prudence of our Moderation. 

AndI wiſh that our Diſſenting Brethren, would calmly 
remember, that the =__ were the only Fa##on, that at 
firſt were t@ be invited into our Communion. The Name 
of Purjtan(unkſs amongſt thoſe of the Nowatian Schiſn, 
the Kzgzgz* which is no great Credit to the ambitious 


Title) was not ſo much as heardof, till After-Times, | 


when Men had croſfled the Seas, and 
Hooper and Cart- gonea Pilgimage unto Geneva, they 


wright, 8c. Heyl. return'd infeCted with that 'Leaven, | 
Hiſt. Ref. Edw. 6. and ſet up for Gofpellers, and after- * 


wards Puritans. 


What can be more charitable in this Caſe, than to re- 
cede no further than was neceflary ? That we might af- 


ſure them, that our Proceedings were for the Honour of :®" 


God, more than the Pleaſure of Man. Reformation hath 


only Referenceunto Errour : ſo that what may be retain- 
ed without Errozr, cannot well be rejefted without Cen- 


ſure. On which ground *twas thought convenient, in 


Q. Elizabeth's Reign, to omit that De- 


Common- Prayer. - claration in the Rabrick, concerning « 


Keeling at the Sacrament ; that no 


Adoration was intended to it ; (which both before and ' 
ſince, hath been inſerted ) and you have heard how fuc- | 
ceſsful it was. And the want of this Moderation, was / 


no mean Obſtacle to the Reformation in our Neighbouring 


King- 
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| Kingdoms. I know Calvin doth in- 
; : veigh againſt it, and reproacheth it as Meds Conciliis wel 
q | an old: Fault in Bucer. But though: antorem eſſe vel ap- 
» | hemight deſerve the Title of, Judi- probatorem., Calv. 
; | cjous, Bermardus non videt ommnia. And Ep. ad Prot. 
| © it had been a happy Compoſition, if 
. | we could have wonthe Papi/ts to have Reformed the Do- 
. } Qrines of Faith, upon the Terms of admitting more Cir- 
| __ of Worſhip; which the Lutherans Adopt, 
and ſome Divixes of Note were willing. to comply with, 
inthe Buſineſs of the Interim, which preſs'd a Reflitution 
| of the old Popiſh Ceremonies ; whoſe Fudgment was this, 
' (which Tiatreat our Brethren to ruminate, for it deſerves 
'to be written in Letters of Go/d) 

That it is Lawf#1, yea, Neceſſary, to Hiſt. Conc. Trent. 
' © tolerate ſome Servitude in the Wor- 1. 3. an. 2548. 
© ſhip of God, when no —_— is joyn- 

/*ed with it. And amongſt their num- 

? ber, I find the Learned Melanithon, Dr. Burnet H.Ref. 
| recorded by the Author of the late I. 2. an, 1648. 

' Hiſtory of the Reformation ; whoſe 

Solid Judgment this doth ſeem to reliſh, 

' This is the Reaſon of our retaining theſe Ceremonies : 
!and ſince the Converſion of the Papiſt, is as much, or 
{more to bedeſired (their Errours being greater, and their 
Guilt thedeeper ) deeper than the Diſſenting Proteſtants, 
*that we ought to have an Eyeas tender unto them, in the 
\maintaining, as to the others in the abrogating of theſe 
Ceremonies, I dare with Confidence averr, our Adver- 
{/aries themſelves being Judges ; it is a Maxizz delivered 
by their Leaders ; © That in things 
of this nature, when the Change is Ref. of Ch. Gov. 
*not to the better, it is both with- 7» Scor. p. 5. 6. 

* out, and againſt Reaſon, to make a 


< Change. And I appeal to any ſober, moderate Diſſenter, 
D 2 if 
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ifadmitting a Change in theſe Things Indifferent, we 
could have {db ſolid and plauſible;:an Argument to pre- 
vail upon the Romaniſt. "ug 

.* 3. Letusentreat you to enquire,by whom the Diferen 
ces, that you ſo vigoroully maintain, began : and when 
you ſee the Truth, we hope you may abate of the 


Heat. 


Extemporary Prayer, which you &,, 


Fox's and Forebr. Dr. | attribute to the Spirit, was a De- 
Stillingf.Ep. to Hiſt. Sep. vice invented by a Wolf, that had 
Sh got on Sheep's Cloathing,- and: 

practiſed by. a Romiſh Prieſt in Presbyterian Weeds.” - ' 
.. Kneeling at the Excharift, was traduc'd by John a Laſ- 


co, from the Polonian Arrians, who robbing Chriſt of 


; his Divinity, and believing him no 
Heyl. Hiſt. Ref. more than May, to expreſs the Co- 
Eaw. 


equality of their Natures, preſumd þ,; 


tofit with him at his Table: © 


The Identity of the Orders of Epiſcopacy, and Preebytery, ' 


1s 2 Novel of the School-Divines; who ſuppoſing it the 


higheſt Mzniſfterial Office ( as if true, Ls: 


Conficere corpus Do+ it muſt needs be) to make Chriſt a 
mint. | Body out of Bread; unite the Preeſt 
abd Biſhop in one Order, whence both 
Conc. Trent. the Papiſt and Presbyterian derive 
It. 

The Excluſion of the People, from bearing Part in the 
FO ITY Worlhip of God, by their Suffrages 
Serivener, Canrſe: and Voices, is an Injury which hath 
of Divinity. prevailed ever {ince the Prayers were 
in an unkaown Tongue ; and for 

want of a Liturgy, is by them unreformed. 
Spoaſers 10 Baptiſzs, and what 15 ſubſequent thereto, the 
enefit of Confirmation comes to be neglected, after the 
Example” of the Anabaptiſt. And Divines Presbyterial, 
. as | 
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_ as Preletical, commend, though they do not pra+ 
wiſe it; 

Thisis the true Riſe, andjuſt Account of thethings you 
| ruple. Anabaptiſts, Ayrians, and Papiſts,were the men 
*# {hat broach'd them : and you, not barely Symbolize, but 
en FE ,mmunicate with them in Stickling for rk 4 I dare not, 
they I ought, animadvert upon the looſneſs of theſe Contratt- 

4 Styuples, tor fear I ſhould exaſperate your too Fiery Zeal. 
ou Bur in Charity, I mutt commend them to your Chriſtian 
* Conſideration. 
AC y Thus, I have touch'd the Wounds of our Friends, with 
Ns ſoft 'an hand, as the AﬀeCtions, that I bear their Per- 
Ons ; or the Obligations, TI have received from the Party, 
4/-Fan in Juſtice expect from me. 

To conclude, You fee how little Chri/:anity there is in 
NOFhe Methods you contrive for to foment the Differerice. You 
-0- muſt be anſ{werable for thoſe Heart- Barnings, and Uncha- 
n d itable Fealoufies that you have of us: Thoſe Scurrilons Libels 

n which you do abuſe us : and thoſe Seditivus Prattites 
'J> (whereby you have unſettled us. If you can believe ſuch 
Emen as theſe to belong unto Chriſ*s Flock, you havea 
IC, Strange Faith, Or if you do not ce, theſe things to be the 
 UIProfeſſion of fuch men, you havea bad Eye-Sight, Gal. 5. 
VY20. Hatred, Uariance, Wrath, Strife, Sedition, Hereſies 
thiarecatalogu'd with thoſe Works of the Fleſh, that do Ex- 
VeIclude us from the K/n2dom of God. © And though you may 
© retort, that Adultery, Fornication, Uncleaneſs, Drunſen- 
ne © meſs, Revellings ( which I know not, by what kind of 
C5I* Propriety, are charged upon us, as the. Church of Enz- 
thi <}:2d's Peculiars ; when, Alas, they are too common to 
rcy © both Partics ) ly under the ſame Condemnation. I believe 
Ori © your own Conſcience may be our Compureatrix, that ſuch 
*things pals neither #z<proved, nor unlamented. . Or.if 
thoſe, who value themtelves,; as the'more Sober Party, 
* would be pleaſed by joyning our Communion to CG 
| * taem 


re- | 
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© them by their Example. We would call upon them tore 
© oyce at your Converſion,and not ſtick to propoſe you fc 1 
* their Imitation. p 
Coalider the Levity of theſe. things that you diſpute,toſ®* 
gether with the neceſſity of injoyning ſome Ceremories,and”** 
the Charity of retaining theſe. Inquire into the OriginalP/*c 
and Growthof your Scruples ; whence they came,, and whiF'?”: 
ther *cis they tend, and as Abraham intreated Lots Let therg/*) 
be no Difference, Ipray thee, betwixt me and thee, for we be 
Brethren, Gen.. 13. 8. Iknow that you willofteran AcyF 
commodation, That both the Parties may move untill: the - 
meet.. But Alas! my Brethren we are under the Law, andf** 
will you tempt us to diſobey ?: or becauſe you live withoug” 
Law, will you invite us to tranſgreſs? This is ſuch a Strai 
of Impiety, as none but he that is # mwed%o,, the Tempre 
Exegetically, by your Officiouſmeſs would ſeduce us to. Andf 
he that hath any Light of Ccyſciemce, with Indignationmuſtf<© 
rejeCt the Suggeſtion, as Chriſt did St. Peters, Get thee be4®? 
hind me Sjatan,for ow owvare not the thing s that be of God © 
but thethngs thatbe of men. Matt. 16. 23. Nor is this an q 
Expedient,if it were PraCticable : for there may beaSchi/; 
ina Church, as well as from a Church. And ſhould we A 
admit them, we might be juſtly cenſured, as Berrayers off. 
the Unity of that little Flock, that Chriſt hath yet miracu-|/:* 
louſly preſerved amongſt us: for whilſt one ſhould:cry, I fe 
ans of Paul, and another Iam of ; 1 Cor. 3. 4. inf'* 
the Cloſe, we all might comedeſervedly to be reproved, 
as Carnal, But to ſatisfy our Brethren 
_- Ft. Ref. the Experiment hath been made, that 
Eaw. 6. Party hath heen benefited, and pro-þ- 
moted in the Church : but were 
Bundfo Turbulent, that Authority was conftrain'd to. S#- 
knee, and removethem. 
InBrief, Ponder the many wonderful Tzterpoſitions of 
the Almighty God, in the behalf of this diſtreſsed Church 


and 
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nd People. How oft have the ſnares beenubroken, #14 we at 
rol#e7e4, Plal.r 24.7. How hath the Lord turned again theC ap- 
nity of Sion, that our Enemies Confeſſion, The Lord hath 
fore great _—_ for them,hath put into our mouths the Ante- 
hiÞp9n, Tea the Lord hath donzde great things for us, whereof we 
ex$103ce- Plal.1 26. 2, 3. Providence is a Book, and though the 
 þ&Þaracters be ſo miſtical, that none but Goecan teach 
3 how toread them ; the Language often ſuch, that we 
uſt goto Heaven for to learn it. Yet where the Prove- 
$52 quadrates with the Promiſe, we may conclude, The 
word hath ſpoken, and he hath fulfiledit, And whea I re- 
,;$t on the Purity of our Do#rines, the Loyalty and 
aceableneſs of our Principles, T am ready toinfer, ©* He 
athnot beheld Iniquity in our Church, neither hath he 
1 fbeen Perverſneſs in our State : the Lord our God is with 
he. 5, and the Shout of a = is amongſt us. Surely, there 
24800 Inchentment againſt the Chorch ; neither is there a- 
-n8y Divination againſt the Srete, According to this i oc; 
7 ſhall be ſaid of Church and State, What hath God wrought? 
wellmb. 23. v.21, 23. ; 
- of 29d let us pray God, that under the Shadow of his 
ings, we may {till continue a Monument of that Pro- 
/e which he hath made unto his Church, That the Gates 
Hell ſhall not prevail againfs Her, Mat.16. 18: 
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